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MESSIAH MEMOS 
Messiah Fairview Park     April 2021 

MESSIAH MEMOS 
HOLY WEEK AT MESSIAH 

 

Seven services take place at Messiah between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. With each comes     

another opportunity for the Holy Spirit to renew your strength and hope in the astonishing gift of 

Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Thursday, April 1, 7 pm  

  

“A new commandment I give you, that you love 

one another.” In the old Latin Bible, 

“commandment” is mandatum. That’s where 

“Maundy” comes from. This is a day for remem-

bering Jesus’ last supper with his disciples, when 

he washed their feet and gave them the splendid 

meal the church continues to share.  

  

Special features in the evening-- 

* God’s word of forgiveness offered in a personal 

way. 

* The stripping of the altar at the end of the    

service. 

SPECIAL HOLY WEEK & EASTER NOTES— 

 

* In-person attendance at Messiah’s services continues be limited to 50. If you’re planning to attend in 

person this year, we encourage you to sign up through our website, messiahfairview.org. Go to the 

church’s home page and look for the service you plan to attend.  

* If you find that an Easter service is already full, be sure to add your name to the waitlist. If the     

demand is there, we will look for a way to meet it. 

* All Holy Week services and the 9 am Easter service will be livestreamed. 

PALM SUNDAY  

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 

Sunday, March 28, 8:30 am 

  

* A remembrance of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 

on the Sunday before his crucifixion. 

* St. Mark’s account of Jesus’ trial and crucifix-

ion. 

* Drive-by palm distribution from 10 to 10:45 

am. 

GOOD FRIDAY  

Friday, April 2 

  

* Noon: We hear St. John’s account of Jesus’  

Passion and pray for the church and the 

world. 

  

* 8:30 pm: A special online-only presentation 

of Messiah’s Tenebrae service. The word 

means “darkness.” Lights begin to dim and go 

out as we listen to key episodes of the passion 

story. At the end the only light to be seen   

surrounds the cross where Jesus hangs. 

EASTER SUNDAY  

CHRIST IS RISEN INDEED! ALLELUIA! 

Sunday, April 4 

  

* 6:30 am: gather for a sunrise service on the 

grounds of Bain Park Cabin in Fairview Park. 

Stay for conversation and light refreshments 

served in a pandemic-safe way.  

 

* 9 am & 11 am: the great festival services of 

Easter morning with organ, special music, 

and—above all—the good news of Jesus’   

resurrection and what it means for us today. 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP 

New Plans Beginning April 18 

From Messiah’s “Reopening” Team 

 

The covid vaccination program is strongly    

underway in Northeast Ohio. Large number of 

senior citizens have already received their    

vaccine, and by the end of March the rollout in 

Ohio will extend to anyone 16 or older. 

Thanks be to God for great progress! 

 

With this in mind, our Reopening Team has 

recommended the following changes to our 

worship practices. 

 

Starting on April 18, the Third Sunday of Easter:  

• Two Sunday Services (8:30 & 10 am) 

• Attendance continues to be restricted to 50 

per service (we will revisit this as our public 

health authorities advise that doing so is 

safe) 

• Worshipers are invited to sing, quietly, with 

masks still in place 

 

Aside from this, we will continue for the time 

being to follow the pandemic safety rules: 

masks in public, six-foot distancing, no hand-

shakes or hugs—at least not yet. Those days 

will surely come. 

 

Meanwhile an encouragement: if you’ve been 

vaccinated and are feeling protected, consider 

returning to church. It really does make a     

difference when Christian people are able to be 

together and to see and hear each other as we 

celebrate God’s goodness. We look forward to 

seeing you soon!  

HOW TO KEEP CONTRIBUTING 
 

• First, huge thanks to God for the faith and 

generosity of so many at Messiah. Even in 

these days our offerings are holding steady. 

A special thanks for an outpouring of gifts 

to our Pastors’ Fund to help people with  

emergency needs. 
 

• Three Ways to Give: 

•  By mail: Messiah Lutheran Church 

(21485 Lorain Rd, Fairview Park, OH 

44126) 

•  Give Online: visit messiahfairview.org 

and click the “Give & Serve” tab. 

•  Text to Give: text 855-913-1744. See 

the website for more information. 

LIVING EASTER CROSS 

 

Last Easter, a new 

thing emerged out of our 

early Covid days; the Living 

Easter Cross! Thanks to the entire Coreno  

family who built and created both the cross 

and beautiful display. The Living Easter Cross 

will make a comeback (dare we say "a          

resurrection") this Easter; it will once again be 

made up of fresh flowers, and you have the 

opportunity to contribute. 
 

Here is the plan: 

Beginning at 7 pm on Saturday, April 3rd and 

throughout the day on Easter Sunday, April 

4th, you are invited to stop by the front lawn 

of Messiah's facility on Lorain Road where  

there will be a wooden cross. The cross will be 

covered with chicken wire; this will allow fresh 

cut flowers to be placed onto the cross. These 

flowers can be from your own home gardens 

or store bought. Spend time at the foot of the 

cross and enjoy seeing the living cross come 

alive with the fresh cut flowers. 
 

Invite others in the community to join you in 

doing so! 
 

This Living Easter Cross will be a visible sign 

both to our community of faith and to the  

entire Fairview community that Christ has   

Risen, Christ has Risen...Indeed!  

ALTAR FLOWERS 

 

Are you interested in signing up for Altar    

flowers on Sundays for a remembrance or    

Celebration of someone this year?  

  

Contact Debbie Luekens for a 2021 date by  

calling 440-899-7393; 440-829-5612 or email-

ing luekens111@gmail.com 
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As for Easter, we’re planning three services at 

the moment. Easter Sunday will start with a  

revised version of our Sunrise Service at Bain 

Park Cabin (6:30 am). Two communion       

services will follow at church, at 9 am and 11 

am, both open for in-person attendance by the 

first 50 or so who sign up. Do that on our 

website, and the sooner the better. 

 

In the meantime, please know that your      

pastors are thanking God for you day after 

day. We’ve been thunderstruck this year by the 

faithfulness we’ve witnessed in so many of you. 

We see you somehow connected and checking 

in despite the pandemic. We find you holding 

strong and steady with your support for our 

life together, and for the mission Christ gives 

us. We pray as you do that the time will come 

soon when once again our church doors are 

wide open and we’re able to sing with gusto 

and pray together with joy, and after that to 

gather around the coffee pot for talk and     

refreshment. Those days will come. Remember 

in the meantime that Christ is with us he prom-

ised to be. In thick and thin, good times and 

tough, when the sun shines bright and all the 

more when the gloom hangs heavy. God keep 

you counting on him! 

 

—Pr. Burce and Pr. Seth 

FROM THE PASTORS 

One year ago the covid      

pandemic scrambled our lives. 

They remain that way, at least 

for now. This includes our 

church life, of course. Once 

again your pastors are prepar-

ing for a thin Easter—not quite 

so thin as last year’s when no 

one except the worship leaders 

were allowed inside the 

church, but still, thin enough, a 

far cry from the great celebra-

tions we’ve known in the past.  

 

Still, Easter is Easter—that day of days when 

the Word of God invites us all to shout with 

joy in spite of any woe that comes our way. 

That includes pandemic woes. Our Lord Jesus 

Christ pulled the sting from these too when 

he rose from the dead.  

 

With this firmly in mind, we hope that all of 

you are laying plans already now to celebrate 

Easter this year—however you do it. A special 

dinner at home. Some phone calls or screen 

time with people you treasure. A walk around 

the block if the weather allows it, making a 

point as you go to notice every house you 

pass and to praise God that his mercy, kind-

ness and hope in Christ extends to the people 

inside. It won’t occur to some of them to 

thank God for Easter. You do it for them. It’s 

the very thing that Christians were born anew 

in baptism to do for their neighbors. 

 

And of course we pray that all of you will 

spend some time with the Word of God this 

Easter, and in the days of Holy Week that 

lead up to it. There will be a service at church 

on Maundy Thursday and another on Good    

Friday with seating for fifty people or so at 

each of them. They’ll be livestreamed too, for 

viewing at home. If home is where you are, 

with children in the house, you’ll do those 

children a great favor by insisting that they 

watch and listen with you, if only for a little 

bit. It will drive home the point of how     

important Jesus is for them. 

The Rev. Seth Bridger   

BIBLE STUDIES 

 

Try a Zoom Bible study: 

• Wednesday morning at 10 am (Pr. Burce) 

  Read through the Prophet Isaiah  
 

• Wednesday evening at 7 pm (Pr. Burce) 

  The Book of God: A Tour through the  

Bible with the help of Walt Wangerin 

(pastor, professor – award-winning write)  
 

• Thursday evening at 9 pm (Pr. Seth) 

  Based on the book 11 Indispensable      

Relationships You Can’t Be Without by 

Len Sweet  
 

Contact Pastor Burce (jburce@messiahfp.org) 

or Pastor Seth (sbridger@messiahfp.org) if you 

would like to join in on any of these Zoom  

Bible Studies. 
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7TH & 8TH GRADE  

CONFIRMATION  

 

7th Grade 

The 7th grade students meet on the first Sun-

day of each month at 6 pm via zoom.  The 

April Confirmation date is on Sunday, April 11 

(the 2
nd

 Sunday) because of Easter.  

 

8th Grade 

The 8th grade students meet on the 3
rd
 Sunday 

of each month at 7 pm via zoom. The next 

meeting date will be Sunday, April 18. 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY    

May 16 @ 10 am  

 

Confirmation instruction and faith formation 

has continued throughout the past year via 

Zoom and livestreaming worship opportuni-

ties. The 8th grade students will have an      

opportunity to publicly profess their Christian 

faith during worship on Sunday, May 

16th. We, as a Church, have the opportunity 

to celebrate with them and to publicly support 

them in this significant faith stepping stone  

moment.   

LAUNDRY LOVE 

Messiah Enters Year-

5 Making a Difference 

One Load at A Time 

 

Messiah’s Laundry Love Care Team is one of a 

hand-full of national Laundry Love chapters 

that has not missed even ONE event since our 

last in-person gathering in February 2020. In 

fact, in the midst of the pandemic, we actually 

were blessed to increase our help to the    

community. In 2020 we paid to wash and dry 

30,400 lbs (15 tons) of clothing and bedding 

for our neighbors in need (up from 10 tons of 

laundry in 2019.) Since 2017, our 4-year total 

outreach ministry total is 84,117 pounds...for 

an amazing grand total of 42 TONS of laun-

dry paid for by Messiah since January 2017. 
 

Our monthly Laundry Love event continues to 

be held at Leo’s Laundromat, 20210 Lorain Rd, 

Fairview Park, on the last Thursday of each 

month. During the morning shift from 7 am to 

noon, and during the evening shift from 6 to 8 

pm we pay to launder clothing and bedding 

for our neighbors-in-need until funds run out. 

As we meet and help new people at each 

event, our monthly budget needs continue to 

grow!  Laundry costs now average over $800, 

and food costs for groceries to stock our Little 

Free Pantry is over $300. Messiah’s free pantry 

distribution system offers 24/7 access to nutri-

tious food items to low income people in lieu 

of a community meal at the laundromat. Our 

long-time partners at Trials for Hope in Cleve-

land are providing Laundry Love with person-

al hygiene kits to help our guests stretch      

disability and food stamp payments through 

the end of each month. 
 

Thanks be to God for your continued support 

of Messiah’s Laundry Love’s ministry! Hopeful-

ly, the COVID-19 vaccine will make it possible 

for our Care Team to resume our monthly 

gatherings at Leo’s in the near future. We are 

making a difference to the people of God in 

Jesus’ name.   
 

--Janice Snyder, Care Team Leader  

LITTLE FOOD PANTRY 

 

Messiah's Little Food Pantry has 

been a blessing to many in these 

Covid times, especially throughout 

this winter. The food pantry holds 

approximately 50 items and we 

are refilling it every 2-3 days. 
 

Thank you for your past donations. We     

continue to need donations. Suggested items: 

* protein items 

* hygiene items 

* food items in boxes or with twist tops, pull 

tabs (anything easily opened without a can 

opener) 
 

Thank you again for continuing to support this 

outreach. Drop off for donations is Monday -

Friday, 9 am - 3 pm; or Sunday morning at 

Messiah. 
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Messiah 5K Fun Run & 1 

Mile Walk Update 

 

Our annual Mother's Day 5K Race 

and 1 Mile Fun Run is postponed  

in 2021.  Our committee has been 

meeting since January trying to  

organize this event.  At this time, 

the City of Fairview Park is not  

approving any race permits.  We 

are hoping to be able to resched-

ule this fall.  Thank you for your 

past support.  

COLLEGE LOANS FOR THE 2021-2022 

SCHOOL YEAR 

 

PIERSTORF MEMORIAL LOAN FUND—provides interest-free 

loans to Lutheran students who are or will be enrolled full 

time in a four-year undergraduate program at any accredited 

college or university. This year, the maximum interest-free 

loan is $3,000 for the school year.  We do not ask for family 

income information, and strive to provide loans for any  

Lutheran college student.  First time borrowers can be new or 

returning college students. For information, visit  

www.Pierstorf.org  and complete the 2021—2022 applica-

tion. Applications open April 15 and remain open until June 

30, 2021.  Questions? Email Pierstorf@messiahfp.org  

 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN SCHOOL (PK-8)  

OFFERS AFFORDABLE EXCELLENCE!  

       At Messiah Lutheran School PK-8, we believe God created your child to 

change the world with the love of Jesus, and we’re here to help them practice doing that! As 

you consider education choices in the coming years, we encourage families to be mindful of 

the benefits that are at the core of our Messiah Lutheran School program. A Messiah School 

education remains an incredible value for its small class sizes, support   programs, and enrich-

ment opportunities. 
 

A wide variety of scholarships are offered to Messiah students.  Every student receives a schol-

arship from the congregation of Messiah Lutheran Church.  Messiah also offers the full and  

partial EdChoice Scholarships, Partners in Ministry scholarships (provided by Messiah Lutheran 

Church and students’ home congregation), sibling discounts, and need-based financial aid. 
 

Messiah School has a long-established program featuring certified, highly-qualified educators 

with a focus on student development, academic content, and teaching strategies in a loving, 

Christian community. Messiah’s educators are building on over 60 years of successful program-

ming, improving teacher efficacy and student achievement each year, through ongoing profes-

sional learning, and the sharing of best practices.   
 

• Enrolling all grades NOW! 

• On-campus 5 days per week 

• Wide range of safety measures 

• Variable tuition model & financial aid 

• EdChoice scholarship now open 
 

A campus visit is the best way to experience Messiah School’s Joyful, Challenging, World-

changing approach to education. For the safety of your family and our current staff & students, 

we request scheduled visits to our campus located at 4401 W 215th, Fairview Park, Ohio. 

Schedule your visit through the school portal at messiahfairview.org or contact Janice Snyder, 

Admissions Coordinator, at jsnyder@messiahfp.org.    

http://www.pierstorf.org/
mailto:Pierstorf@messiahfp.org
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FAMILY NEWS 

IN MEMORY 
 

Sarah R. Gator 

February 25, 1995 - November 10, 2020 

 

Louis (Lou) Celesky 

October 5, 1950 - November 19, 2020 

 

Tomislav (Tom) Cvijovic 

June 13, 1963 - November 14, 2020 

 

William (Bill) Petro 

December 17, 1953 - December 15, 2020 

 

Thomas Shaffer 

December 1, 1958 - January 9, 2021 

 

Marie Seiler 

November 11, 1931 - January 12, 2021 

 

Eleanor Weindorf 

May 10, 1938 - February 21, 2021 

 

Martha Young 

August 12, 1928 - February 22, 2021 

 

Swea Manthey 

March 28, 1928 - March 4, 2021 
 

WEDDINGS 
 

Greg Paton & Courtney Branco 

November 7, 2020 

GOURMET PRAYER 
With Priscilla Hinsch 

 

When Trouble Comes 

By Kathleen Fessler 
 

When trouble comes and burdens me 

With dread to face tomorrow, 

Stealing from me peace and joy 

Replaced by loads of sorrow, 
 

I look to You, Lord, seeking rescue. 

There’s no place else to turn. 

My only hope is in You. 

For comfort now I yearn, 
 

I’m feeling like a drowning man, 

His life preserver grasping tight, 

Holding on the best he can. 

I cling to you with all my might. 
 

Now Your words bring comfort. 

“Fear not” you say to me. 

Your Spirit brings such sweet support. 

You’ll not abandon me. 
 

You show me that I’m not alone. 

All earth is full of mayhem. 

There are sorrows others own. 

With joy we comfort them.  Amen. 

BAPTISMS 
 

Landon James Senney 

 Baptized: 11/1/2020 

 DOB:  9/23/2020 

 Parents: Drew & Amanda Senney 

 

Caleb Hunter Risko 

 Baptized: 12/6/2020 

 DOB:  9/11/2020 

 Parents: Brian & Catherine Risko 

 

Caleb Hunter Risko 

 Baptized: 12/6/2020 

 DOB:  9/11/2020 

 Parents: Brian & Catherine Risko 

 

Harper Mae Cain 

 Baptized: 12/13/2020 

 DOB:  4/3/2019 

 Parents: Audrey Stollings & Gregory M. Cain 

Ramzi Alexander Booth 

 Baptized: 2/7/2021 

 DOB:  10/29/2020 

 Mother: Elizabeth Booth 

 

Nigel James Dempsey Copeland 

 Baptized: 2/14/2021 

 DOB:  4/14/2008 

 Parents: Melissa Copeland & James Dempsey 

 

Hank Williams (O’Neil) 

 Baptized: 2/21/2021 

 DOB:  11/13/2020 

 Parents: Sean O’Neil & Natalie Williams 

 

Joelle Tracey Royster 

 Baptized: 3/7/2021 

 DOB:  1/13/2021 

 Parents: Louis & Carrie Royster 

 

Andrew Joseph Boraggino 

 Baptized: 3/21/2021 


